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Course 
Purpose and 
Objectives 

The main objective of the MED-405 Research course is to support students to develop 
the critical thinking skills needed to succeed in academia and clinical practice. 
Through carrying out a Narrative Literature Review the students will study a topic 
outside the core curriculum in depth and will develop self-directed learning skills and 
critical appraisal skills. The MED-405 Research course involves the completion of a 
4000 word self-directed Narrative Literature Review and aims to familiarise students 
with the process involved in carrying out a literature review for journal publication 
and/or  for developing research hypotheses that will develop into research proposals 
and research projects.  

The ability to analyse and criticise published research articles is essential to succeed 
as a physician. As progress in evidence-based medicine is driven by research, it is 
imperative that research should be integrated to the curriculum of all medical schools. 
Furthermore some students may decide to progress to or combine a career in 
academic research following the completion of their MD degree.   

Therefore we would like to encourage all of our students to embrace this opportunity 
and enrich their medical education through not only the development of a high quality 
Narrative Literature Review that is a requirement of the current course but further 
through the pursuit of a publication in an academic journal such as a journal targeted 
for medical students. 

Learning 
Outcomes 

After completion of the course students should be able to: 

1. Access, analyse and evaluate published research papers. 

2. Develop and apply analytical and critical appraisal skills. 

3. Develop self-directed learning skills.  

4. Study, in depth, a topic of particular interest outside the core curriculum. 

5. Describe the aims and structure of a narrative literature review. 

6. Write a narrative literature review at the level of a publication in a journal. 

7. Describe how a Narrative Literature Review can support the development of 
research hypotheses and research proposals. 

8. Describe the ethical issues relevant to writing a research paper including 
integrity, copyright and citation. 



9. Consider potential career paths. 

Prerequisites None Required None 

Course 
Content 

 Introduction to the course. 

 The structure of the Narrative Literature Review. 

 Carrying out a search for a Narrative Literature Review. 

Teaching 
Methodology 

Lectures, tutorials with Course Lead, self-directed learning. 
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Assessment 4000 word Narrative Literature Review article (100%). 
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